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mand them all to be put to death; with this he was
comforted again, and resolved to apply himself to
the palm-tree, to see if he could furnish himself
with any intelligence suitable to what he desired;
in which case he would soon let the king know, that
though the rest of the magicians could not answer
his desire, he could supply that defect; and so he
should gain more reputation than if he had been
sent for with the rest.

Upon this, he retires himself as usual into the
desert as before, and conies to the spot where he
had the first vision. Here he surrounds the tree
fifteen times, and every time calls the spectre by
his appointed name three times over, and as loud as
his utmost extended voice would admit; when, ac-
cording to direction, he laid himself down with his
face to the south, shut his eyes, and obsequiously
waited till he fell asleep, which was not long: no
sooner had his senses forsaken him, whether dozed
with any infernal charm or otherwise, the account
does not specify; but, I say, no sooner was he
asleep, but the vision appeared to his fancy, and
asked him what was the occasion of his coming.

He answered, that the king had dreamed a dream,
and had told it to the magicians, whom he sent for
in order to have them interpret his dream, but that
he had not been sent for, which was at first very
grieving to him ; but that upon further inquiry he
found that the magicians had given the king no
satisfaction, and that it had highly provoked him,
so that lie was going once to have killed them all,
and that now he was glad he was not called; but
that if he could now put him into a condition to in-
terpret the king's dream, it would establish his
reputation for ever, not with the king only, but with
the whole country, for that he was sure to be ex-
alted to the highest pitch of honour that the king